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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Pedro Menendez de Aviles and the Conquest ofFlorida: A New Manuscript.
By Gonzalo Solis de Meras. Edited, translated, and annotated
by David Arbesu. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2017.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xii, 421. $74.95 cloth.)
Scholars dream of discovering a new manuscript source for
familiar events. David Arbesu did so in 2012 when researching in
the archive of the Marqueses de Ferrera in Asturias, Spain. Since
Eugenio Ruidiaz y Caravia's 1893 publication of a transcription
of the defective copy (Solis de Meras' working draft?) held in the
archive of the Condes de Revillagigedo, Gonzalo Solis de Meras'
untitled narrative has been valued as the longer and more detailed
of two eye witness accounts of the Spanish conquest of la Florida,
1565-1567. (The commonly known title, Memorial, was bestowed by
Andres Gonzalez de Barcia in 1723 in his Ensayo cronol6gico). Ruidiaz' made the best sense he could of that admittedly difficult-to-read
manuscript and supplied materials from Barcia to fill gaps where
folios were missing. With this publication we have what appears
to be the complete text (in 34 chapters) as Solis de Meras intended
it to be, carefully transcribed (with modernizations), annotated,
and translated into English from a mostly eighteenth-century copy,
apparently made from an early seventeenth century copy some of
whose folios book end that later copy of most of the text (25).
Solis de Meras was Pedro Menendez de Aviles' brother-in-law
and a participant in the events he narrates. The story he tells begins
with Menendez' voyage to Florida and the capture of Fort Caroline
[95]
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and then traces all of the Adelantado's movements during the rest
of 1565, 1566 and early 1567 as he established forts, made often
ephemeral alliances with native rulers, suppressed mutinies, and
tried to keep the garrisons and a few settlers supplied. He returned
to the Spanish Court in July 1567. There he told Philip II and his
Councils what he had done and what the La Florida garrisons
needed. The work ends with a defense of Menendez against mutineers' charges and a recap of how he had hastened to La Florida in
1565, thereby gaining the victory over the French, a victory that the
bureaucrats of the House of Trade and royal councils would have
thwarted had he remained under arrest in 1565 or followed their
wishes as to how to prepare his fleet. The treatment is that of a
hero. A final chapter published here describes La Florida and how,
in 1618, notary Diego de Ribera found, copied and (he claimed)
verified the facts in the original manuscript that is now in the Ferrera archive. The Spanish manuscript continues with copies of five
documents showing the rewards that Philip II bestowed on Menendez (folios 113r to 117r), but they are not published nor translated
here because Ribera added them.
The book consists of a lengthy scholarly introduction (see
below), the English translation (37-208); the Spanish text (211375); notes to the introduction (377-384), translation (384400) and Spanish text (400-411); bibliography; and index to the
translation.
Arbesu's introduction begins with a brief account of Menendez' life. He then reviews the three "main narratives" of the conquest (Father Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grijales' Memoria (c.
1565); Bartolome de Barrientos's Vida y Hechos de Pedro Menendez
de Avilis (1568), and Solis de Meras' account- Barrientos' chief
source. A careful comparison of the Revillagigedo and Ferrera
manuscripts follows to show what Ruidfaz did to the former (additional details are given in the notes to the Spanish transcription of
Ferrera). Finally, there are sections on editorial criteria (notably
modernizations) and his translation, which follows but does not
duplicate Jeannette Thurber Connor's 1923 work (Pedro Menendez
de Aviles, Adelantado, Governor, and Captain General ofFlorida; Deland,
1923; facsimile reprint, 1964).
Arbesu found that the Revillagigedo manuscript lacked at
least twelve folios (about twenty-four pages) randomly located
throughout the work. In the transcription of the Spanish text, he
identifies where each group of "new" folios begins with a note (see
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the table below under "keying note") but fails to indicate exactly
where it ends. The translation makes no attempt to indicate where
this new material fits. While precision in doing that would be difficult because of the differences in English and Spanish syntax, it
seems to me that the additional text could have been presented in
a different type font or otherwise set off in both transcription and
translation. After all, these twelve folios are the principal reason
this newly discovered manuscript is worthy of publication. For the
benefit of curious readers, the following table indicates where the
missing folios fit, as best I could determine (based on p. 381, n. 66).
Pages in
Translation
(Approximate)

Ferrera folios
(use keying
note to locate
beginning)

Pages in
Transcription

Keying Note in
Transcription
(location of
note in notes on
transcription)

p. 95, second
paragraph to p.
98, end of first
paragraph

Fols. 45r to 43r

pp. 267-70

No. 162 (p. 405)

p. 106, line 6 up
top. 109, line 14
down

Fols. 47v to 49r

pp. 278-80

No. 199 (p. 406)

p. 114, last
paragraph to p.
116, line 8 up

Fols. 51v to 53v

pp. 285-87

No. 216 (p. 407)

p. 122, second
paragraph to p.
125, lines 1-3

Fols. 56v to 58r

pp. 292-95

No. 224 (p. 407)

p. 140, middle of Fols. 67v to 68r
second paragraph
to p. 142, first
line of second
paragraph

pp., 309-11

No. 256 (p. 408)

p. 147, line 11 up
top. 149, line 8
down

Fols. 71 v to 72v

pp. 316-17

No. 266 (p. 408)

p. 165, line 4 of
Fols. 83r to 85 r
second paragraph
to p. 168, line 3
down

pp. 333-35

No. 314 (p. 410)
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The new material adds details to the story, notably about the
first encounter with Chief Carlos and his gift of his sister to be
Menendez' wife (95-98); the flight to Guale and then toward Newfoundland of fifteen survivors from the wreck of Ribault's fleet who
had been sent to Fort Caroline for help (114-116); and the construction of a powder magazine at St. Augustine to house supplies
that Sancho de Archiniega's fleet brought in 1566 (147-149). The
other sections deal with the 1566 mutineers from Fort San Mateo
(106-109); Menendez at Orista and the beginning of the fort at
Santa Elena in May 1566 (122-125); his second visit to Carlos (140142); and Francisco de Ceballos' treachery at Puerto Plata (Espanola) (165-168).
In sum, this new translation and scholarly transcription of Solfs
de Meras' account should find a place on the shelves of all students of Spanish Florida because it supersedes Ruidfaz, Jose Manuel Gomez Tabanera's (1990) and Juan Carlos Mercado's (2006)
editions of Ruidfaz' text, and translations of the same by Connor
(1923) and Laura Callahan (of Mercado's edition) (2010) (29, 31).
Paul E. Hoffman

Louisiana State University, Baton R.ouge

Travel,s on the St. Johns River: John Bartram and William Bartram.
Edited by Thomas Hallock and Richard Franz. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2017. Acknowledgements, notes,
bibliography, appendices, index. Pp. ix, 223. $29.95 cloth.)

Books about John and William Bartram are always welcome,
especially when substantial portions of their most important publications are included. This latest entry in a long list of studies of
the famed father and son team of naturalists is the work of Thomas
Hallock, Professor of English, at the University of South Florida,
St. Petersburg, and Richard Franz, retired research scientist at the
Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida.
In chapter one, the editors reprint the Florida section of the
1765-66 journal recorded by John Bartram while he and his son
William explored the St. Johns River in Britain's newly acquired
East Florida colony. Exhausted and ill following several months of
rugged travel in the Florida wilderness, John recuperated at Governor James Grant's residence in St. Augustine. He finished writing the journal in January 1766 and dispatched the manuscript to
London, where it was immediately appended to the second edition
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of Dr. William Stork's Account of East Florida, and read by dozens
of wealthy investors and adventurers in Great Britain. As early as
September 1766, Dr. Andrew Turnbull purchased a copy of Bartram's journal. A few days later, Turnbull departed London for East
Florida, carrying with him the copy of the journal he would use as a
guide when he explored the St. Johns River Valley while searching
for suitable land for the massive agricultural community he would
later establish with the aid of 1,400 indentured laborers from Italy,
Greece, and Minorca.
Today, outside of an admiring group of historians and naturalists,J ohn Bartram's journal is not well known, yet it is an invaluable
record of the landscape along the river before British planters and
their enslaved African laborers began felling trees and draining
marshland, transforming pristine wilderness conditions into cultivated fields of corn, indigo, and rice. As contemporary residents of
Florida can testify, the process of development and transformation
of the natural environment has continued and intensified with a
fury in the years after John and William Bartram viewed the St.
Johns.
Chapter two includes five chapters from William Bartram's
masterpiece, Travels through North and South Carolina, Georgia, East
and West Florida, the Cherokee Country, the Extensive Territories of the
Muscogulges, or Creek Confederacy, and the Country of the Chactaws ....
The editors present the text as it appeared in the original 1791 edition published in Philadelphia. The focus is primarily on travels in
Florida, particularly on the St. Johns River during William's 1774
return visit, when he again explored many of the locations and
landscapes that he had observed while traveling with his father in
the previous decade. Readers are immersed in the adventures of a
solitary pilgrim traveling in a small sailboat on a magical river that
traversed a pristine Florida wilderness, observing the trees, flowers, marshes, alligators, birds, and other animals he encountered.
The core chapters convey an image of a nature artist with the gift
of a poetic voice and an unquenchable curiosity to experience the
bountiful natural wilderness that was Florida in 1774. William Bartram's Travels is an enduring literary achievement.
Chapter three consists of three letters written by John and William Bartram, and one letter written by a prominent Charleston
merchant, Henry Laurens, to John Bartram on August 9, 1766.
Laurens had twice visited the 500-acre farm located on the east
bank of the St. Johns River near Fort Picolata that William was
attempting to establish with the labor of six enslaved black men
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and women purchased for William by his Quaker father. After an
excruciatingly detailed account of the miserable life being endured
by William, Laurens informed John that "no colouring can do justice to the forlorn state of poor Billy Bartram .... " While the letters
are interesting examples of the historical importance of personal
correspondence in the eighteenth century, in this book the brief
interlude titled "Correspondence" seems an unwise insert, serving
as unnecessary and diverting filler.
Chapter four, written by Franz, is a scientific assessment of
the observations and writings of John and William Bartram. The
chapter serves as an appropriate contrast to the romantic and literary tone of Hallock's introduction and the earlier chapters. Franz
states that the Bartrams "were visionaries in a golden age of scientific discovery. They were not only explorers and plant collectors
but also natural historians and scientists." Franz presents a series
of landscape narratives based on his own observations of locations
along the St. Johns River and his subsequent scrutiny of relevant
professional literature. He then contrasts his discoveries with
observations of the same landscapes by John and William Bartram.
Franz also includes excellent photographs of the various types of
landscapes he observed along the river.
A unique feature of chapter four is Franz's insertion of a carefully researched, twenty-four-page-long, annotated list of the plant
and animal species discovered by John Bartram in 1765-66, and by
William Bartram in 1774. The list prepared by Franz will serve as a
guide to recreational travelers, scientists, and scholars who explore
the St. Johns River in the future.
The four page-length maps of the St. Johns River Valley serve
as a meaningful complement to the text. Travels on the St. johns:john
Bartram and William Bartram is a worthy addition to the literature
exploring the British years in Florida.
Daniel L. Schafer

University of North Florida

The Threshold of Manifest Destiny: Gender and National Expansion
in F/,orida. By Laurel Clark Shire. (Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2016. Acknowledgements, illustration,
notes, bibliography, appendix, index. Pp. 228. $49.95 paper.)

Research on Manifest Destiny tends to focus on the periods
during and following the U .S.-Mexican War and emphasizes
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expansion west by Anglo men. In this thoroughly-researched book,
Laurel Clark Shire challenges this narrative by focusing on southern white women's role in developing settler colonies in Florida.
By placing white women at the center of the colonization process,
Shire convincingly argues that U.S expansion into Florida set the
stage for westward expansion in the mid-nineteenth century. The
presence of white women in Florida justified the United States'
military action and welfare policies while simultaneously spreading the institution of slavery further south. Shire does not paint
these women as passive victims, but holds them accountable for
their actions, which established and maintained settler colonies in
Florida and the horrific violence inflicted on Native Americans.
Shire explains that Florida was unlike other U.S. territories
at the time; its colonization was prominently influenced by gender ideology because the vague wording of the Adams-Onfs Treaty (1819) unwittingly granted women the right to own property.
Through extensive use of court and land documents, Shire argues
that the property Florida women owned "was essential to expansionist domesticity" (33). Shire contends that white women gained
property rights at the expense of non-whites because protecting
white women's property advanced the goals of expansion. By owning slaves, the most common form of property women owned,
women spread the institution further south and with their household property they ensured that the new settler colonies would
remain permanent. This policy was so effective at creating settlements that Texas, Louisiana, and California followed Florida's lead.
Shire uses depredation narratives, written accounts of violence
against white women and children in Florida, to explain how these
stories fortified the United States' Indian removal policy. These
narratives, Shire contends, painted white women as objects that
needed the protection of strong white men and obscured the work
women did for national expansion. Thus, these narratives used
gender "to justify colonial violence" (57). In this way, depredation
narratives prescribe military intervention, increased settlements,
and Indian removal as a remedy to the problem of native violence
against settlers and not the cause of the problem.
To counter the white depredation narrative, Shire incorporates
Seminole oral histories of their removal from Florida. These narratives portray whites as the antagonists who burned villages and
ruthlessly murdered women and children. Like the white depredation narratives, the Seminole oral histories contain sexual violence
against women, which Shire corroborates with American soldiers'
Published by STARS, 2022
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description of their own actions in Florida. By paralleling these two
narratives, Shire convincingly explains that violence against white
women prompted military action while violence against native
women threatened their standings in Seminole society. The obliteration of a matrilineal society through rape, crop destruction,
and U.S. gender norms is reminiscent of the situation described
in Theda Perdue's Cherokee Women: Gender and Culture Change, 17001835 (1998). However, the difference here is that while native
women saw their role in Seminole society waning, white women's
roles in maintaining settler colonies were increasing.
The latter half of the book's description of federal aid programs designed to support women challenges the idea that the
U.S. federal government of the nineteenth century was weak. In
Florida, the federal government put in place strong policies to
ensure permanent settlements. Before the Homestead Act of 1862
sanctioned whites' building of homes across the west, the federal
government enacted the Armed Occupation Act of 1842 to settle
Florida. Shire focuses on this act to show that without the intervention of the federal government, settlements in Florida would not
have lasted. In doing so Shire brings the settlement of Florida into
the history of the welfare state. The government saw women as civilizing agents and wanted them to stay on the frontier to maintain
households and raise children. By casting women as both passive
victims and active civilizers, the federal government justified military action and federal welfare.
By exploring how women influenced and advanced the U.S.
policy of expansion in Florida, Shire places the region into the history of American expansion. Where the book falls short of its stated
goals is the incorporation of black women. Although Shire wants to
tell their history, their stories get lost among the detailed descriptions of white and native women's experiences in Florida. This
book is recommended for historians interested in Florida, gender,
U.S. Expansion, and U.S. - Native American relations. Although
non-academics could read this book and gain from it, for such a
short book it is intellectually dense. This is not a complaint. It is
rare to find a work that adds to the historical conversation with
such clarity and brevity that Shire has achieved here.
Jon Del Buono
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The American War: A History of the Civil War Era. By Gary Gallagher

and Joan Waugh. (State College, PA: Spielvogel Books, 2015.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, Further Reading, index. Pp.
291. $29.95 cloth.)
Two of the nation's most prominent Civil War historians, Gary
Gallagher and Joan Waugh, have combined to write a new one volume history of the Civil War era. With at least 15 surveys of the
subject currently in print, it is a tough field to enter. Gallagher
and Waugh strive to distinguish themselves from the pack by combining brevity (247 pages of text) with strong arguments. They
deliberately break with a recent trend of publishing textbooks on the
Civil War era; instead they offer a well-written, quotation-studded
interpretation of the events of the period.
Targeting an undergraduate audience, the authors set out to
tell the story of "one of the most defining moments in U.S. history"
(1). In telling that story, they want to address three central questions: "What were the causes of the Civil War? Why did the Union
prevail over the Confederacy? Was Reconstruction a success or failure" (2)? To tackle the questions, they divide the book into a fairly
typical allotment: one chapter on the pre-war period, eight chapters on the war, and two chapters on Reconstruction. Reflecting
the scholarship and deep interests of both authors, a concluding
chapter examines how the Civil War generation and its successors
interpreted the Civil War.
The authors attempt to cover the scope of the war within the
confines of their concise approach. Not only are standard discussions of law, politics, diplomacy, and military actions included, but
entire chapters are devoted to "citizen-soldiers," African-Americans
(slave and free), and women. In keeping with arguments they have
offered in other books, they emphasize certain themes. For example, the importance of "Union" to Northerners - "no other word
carried as much ideological and political weight" at the time (247);
the major role of Ulysses S. Grant in the war - "the person who,
next to Lincoln, would contribute the most to defeating the Confederacy" (45); and the indispensability of Robert E. Lee - "the man
who, more than any other, would sustain the Confederate people's
hopes for independence over the ensuing three years" (49). They
also include an argument still hotly debated: how to define the war
in its last two years. It was not a "fratricidal struggle between reluctant opponents" or "the more ubiquitous conception of a conflict
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between the North and the South." Instead, it was a death struggle
of two "nation states" (127).
The authors are to be commended for using a plethora of statistics and quotations in a short book. Nearly every topic has a
quotation for illustrations ranging from the famous-Lincoln-to
the anonymous. Statistics include the familiar-the population by
region in 1860-to the less well-known: "175,000 Germans, 150,000
Irish, 50,000 British, (and) 50,000 Canadians" served in the Union
forces (68).
The quibble with coverage comes in the proportion of the
book devoted to Reconstruction. A subject with such a rich scholarly literature (but not the popular literature treatment of the Civil
War), can hardly be summarized in two chapters. The authors do
a good job of covering the key themes and individuals of the period in 40 pages, but such brevity necessitates short-changing some
critical stories, such as the role of violence in the "redemption"
of nearly every Southern state government to Democratic Party
rule between 1873 and 1876. While giving a paragraph each to
the success of Republican Governor Clayton Powell in Arkansas in
fighting the Klan in 1869 and the effects of Grant's Force Acts of
1870-1871, the other states are simply described as being unable to
"stop the crumbling of the Republican Party and reemergence of
southern Democrats" (227).
No short survey of the momentous period from 1850-1880
could do justice to the manifold complex topics of the era, and Gallagher and Waugh are complimented for attempting to extract the
essential questions and topics, not criticized heavily for what is left
out. In some ways the book is reminiscent of Bruce Catton's onevolume history of the Civil War, with its emphasis on interpretation
and story-telling, not exhaustive coverage. In the end, if a short
book like this is aimed at college undergraduates, a professor must
compare it to other textbooks on that subject. If one wants a short
narrative that touches on a variety of topics in a thought-provoking style, this book is an ideal choice. If one wants the depth and
breadth a 700-900 page survey offers, then stick with one of those.
Overall, Gallagher and Waugh have written not only an excellent
overview of the Civil War-era, but also distilled for a general reader
the best scholarship on the subject produced in the past 40 years.
John G. Selby
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Confederate Visions: Nationalism, Symbolism, and the Imagined South in
the Civil War. By Ian Binnington. (Charlottesville: University

of Virginia Press, 2013. Acknowledgments, notes, selected
bibliography, index. Pp. ix, 216. $39.50 cloth.)
In recent years, questions of nationalism and southern identity (especially in the Confederacy) have received renewed and
increasingly sophisticated treatment. The latest work largely transcends without exactly ignoring traditional concerns about the
strength of Confederate nationalism and its relationship to the outcome of the Civil War. Following on books by Robert E. Bonner,
Andre M. Fleche, and Paul Quigley, Confederate Visions presents yet
another take on the subject with special emphasis on the importance of symbols and myths. Ian Binnington adopts a theoretically
informed and closely argued approach that focuses on constitutional, literary, iconographic, and military elements that helped
define the Confederate project.
Some of the material-such as Confederate claims to being the
true heirs of the American Revolution-will certainly be familiar
to even casual students of the subject. Binnington's often complex approach and arguments, however, probe these issues from
a sometimes novel viewpoint. Thus he agrees with Gary Gallagher
that "the Confederate military emerged as the preeminent symbol
of the wartime nation" (7) but also sees the army as an often insubstantial or a least highly problematic basis for southern identity.
Like other scholars, he attempts to deal with the whole idea of Confederate nationalism on its own terms. Interpreting "nationalism
as process rather than as product," he is especially interested in
the "symbolic text" of Confederate nationalism. This in tum produces the "attendant tropes" of the "the Worthy Southron, Demon
Yankee, Silent Slave, and Confederate Americanism" that appear
throughout the work (10).
In their constitution, the Confederate framers-despite some
dispute about whether they even needed to draft a new organic
law-laid claim to being the true ·heirs of 1787, to being good
Americans, and to being part of a larger conservative tradition.
Here Binnington uncovers some relatively neglected commentary
on Confederate constitutionalism. Along with some recent work
by Jason Phillips, Confederate Visions also pays attention to neglected works by southern writers who sought to imagine and sketch
out the possibility of an independent southern nation. Beverly
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Tucker, John B. Jones, and Edmund Ruffin all published novels
in this genre, and in his reading of these works, Binnington fleshes out the four tropes mentioned in the introduction. In many
ways, the southern character was defined in stark contrast to the
northern character. Demonization of the Yankees of course began
some decades before the war, flourished during the war, and has
never entirely disappeared from southern culture. A chapter on
Confederate literature-mostly novels-deals with similar themes
and images but also wrestles with the always difficult questions surrounding southern intellectual independence.
A chapter on money deals with both currency problems and
the iconography of Confederate treasury notes. Mythological,
allegorical, and agricultural figures appeared early in the war,
but by late 1862 were being supplanted by Confederate notables
and more martial themes. Binnington apparently finds paradoxical meanings here but never quite spells them out clearly for the
reader. Likewise, his treatment of soldiers as symbols of Confederate nationalism leaves some loose ends. Binnington sees Stonewall
Jackson as the "emotional center of the Confederate nationalist
project" (120), and this is certainly true early in the war and even
after Jackson's death at Chancellorsville. Here the evidence comes
largely from poetry and to a lesser extent from drawings and articles in the Southern Illustrated News. The author claims that Robert
E. Lee inspired relatively little literary output, though that is largely
beside the point given the overwhelming evidence of how much
faith and confidence Confederates placed in Lee. Binnington's
more astute observation that contemporary treatment of military
figures created a dangerous mythology of victory could stand further development.
The author explores a complex subject in a nuanced way, but
in too many places the argument gets lost in the nuance. The
introduction is theoretically dense, and though the chapters that
follow are somewhat clearer, this is not a book for the faint of heart.
A series of tighter and more plainly stated contentions would have
helped Confederate Visions live up to its potential as well as attract a
wider readership.
George C. Rable
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Shrill Hurralis: Women, Gender, and Racial Violence in South Carolina,
1865-1900. By Kate C. Gillin. (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2013. Acknowledgements, notes, bibliography,
illustrations, index. Pp. x, 184. $34.95 cloth.)
Since the 1990s, historians have been tilling the soil of the Civil
War's impact on gender roles, and vice-versa. At first blush, Cate
Gillin's Shrill Hurrahs appears to be another Civil-War-women'sstudies look into agency, identity, and the impact of the Civil War.
Upon closer reading, this brief monograph presents a vivid, complex evaluation of gender roles and ethnic identities in postwar
South Carolina, arguing that white Carolinians' attempts to reassert total dominance over society actually backfired, and fostered
the resistance and independence they sought to curtail.
Gillin presents white males' efforts to reclaim their economic,
political, and social power-and its cumulative equivalency, their
manhood-through a chronological narrative tied to topical concerns. With defeat and abolition, the struggle over labor, land, and
economic issues began, as white males sought to impose pre-war
gender and race roles on everyone in their dominion, white and
black, male and female. Political changes followed, once the federal government destroyed the single-race political world in favor of
one open to black males. This revolution led to an increased female
presence (of both races) as the personal and private emerged as
part of a new public discourse. In both cases, white men resorted
to violence to re-establish their dominant position, yet increasingly
found their previous monopoly challenged not only by enfranchised black males, but by black and even white women. Here is
the source of the title, as Gillin argues that women of both races
pushed the boundaries of their identities and found new voices,
new authorities, and new roles in postwar Carolina.
Unable to stave off decline in the personal and public world
and fully reclaim their full manhood as provider, protector, and
punisher, whites organized via the Ku Klux Klan, and later, the
Democratic Party's straight-out movement. Gillin 's middle chapters
provide excellent illustrations of the gendered nature of organized
white opposition. Readers see the Ku Klux Klan not only attacking black and white Republicans, but also black women and even
white women accused of violating social codes of conduct; many
punishments are clearly sexual in nature, reinforcing male domination in private and public fashion. In Gillin's eyes, Klan activity
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went beyond terrorism; it enforced roles and behaviors in tune
with antebellum expectations. Similarly, the Redeemer's Campaign
of 1876 stressed the feminine nature of the violated, "prostrate"
state, and the noble intentions of heroic white men coming to
"her" rescue. Gillin stresses the emerging exercise of female power,
as women actively aided the Klan and openly participated-publicly and privately-in the political campaign to redeem the state.
Despite assertions by Carolina males of female helplessness (and
hence need for male action), at every turn women expanded their
voice and their impact.
Gillin's final chapter focuses on the rise of lynching after
Reconstruction, which represented the most heinous effort by
whites, male and female, to assert racial authority. Gender meaning pervaded lynching; white males castrated victims in the name
of protecting white womanhood and promoting white manhood.
Women's roles in instigating lynching-and sometimes opposing
them-further demonstrated the shifting gender structures. While
men used lynching in an attempt to restore a former social order,
women used them to expand their place in a new one. Gillin even
cites a case of black women supporting a lynching as evidence for
female empowerment vis-a-vis men who have discredited their race
and their manhood. In her clearest illustration of white violence
driving gender shifts (rather than stabilizing them) , the author
briefly examines the rise of the anti-lynching crusade, led by a black
woman (Ida B. Wells), who was soon after joined in her opposition
by white southern women.
Shrill Hurrahs presents so many fascinating arguments, and
exposes so many ironies, that the reader is awash in assessing the
central thesis. The core revolves around white men and the tools
they employed to re-establish their manhood. The book's title does
not do it justice, since Gillin ably demonstrates that women's roles
are not the only ones that changed. Indeed, four different groups
underwent metamorphosis during and after the war, as white
men, white women, black men, and black women all fumbled and
fought to define their evolving roles and organize their indistinct
boundaries.
The book's central flaw lays in attempting to do too much with
too few pages and too little research. While the author supports
her argument, this reader sensed too much extrapolation, as significant hypotheses sometimes stemmed from singular anecdotes.
The theme of "reasserting manhood" appeared continuously,
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almost annoyingly so, and it seemed that stating-thesis-to-evidence
was out of proportion. In addition, the notes and bibliography do
not contain some of the most obvious sources-James Pike's classic
The Prostrate State (1874) comes to mind-and also lacks the most
recent works on female empowerment during the period. Gillin
taps into primary sources, but some of the best for her purpose,
such as newspaper editorials, church sermons, Freedmen's Bureau
and Department of Justice records, and local county histories,
seem underutilized.
Overall Shrill Hurrahs delivers far more than the title promises,
but perhaps less than its potential indicates. The aggressive reader
now has an appetite for more: a comparative study across southern
states; the utilization of models from sociology or psychology; ties
to literature regarding antebellum and wartime roles and agency;
even larger connections to other crises that offer significant gender
elements. What might a comparative study with recent Balkans,
Middle East, or African wars reveal? Don't allow these limitations
to detract from Gillin's effort; these comments are intended to do
the opposite, for Shrill Hurrahs represents a thoughtful, lively, and
provocative rendering of a society in chaos, certain to stimulate
further thinking and writing on the subject.
Richard Zuczek

US. Coast Guard Academy

Lynched: The Victims of Southern Mob Violence. By Amy Kate Bailey

and Stewart E. Tolnay (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2015. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendices,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xvii, 304. $29.95 paper.)
"Vastly more research has been devoted to trying to document
and understand the typical lynchingrather than the typical victim,"
write sociologists Amy Kate Bailey and Stewart E. Tolnay in Lynched.
"That is the relatively unexplored path that we will take in the following chapters" (2). In undertaking this project, they initially used
microfilms of the census manuscripts from the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century (aside from the 1890 manuscripts,
destroyed in a 1921 fire) but found that the work was simply too
cumbersome, time consuming, and costly. Eventually, technology
provided salvation in the form of the commercial genealogy website
Ancestry.com, which allowed them to conduct searches in minutes
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rather than days. Using this data, they linked the information from
the census reports to the known names of lynching victims and
thereby created the first ever data-base of lynching victims-935 in
total. For comparative purposes, they then linked their data-base to
a similar data-base composed of "a large sample of contemporary
southerners who were not lynchetf' to juxtapose against the victims in
their study (xiii).
Although acknowledging the recent scholarly consensus that
lynchings were as or more common in the 186Os and 187Os, Bailey
and Tolnay focus on the traditional "lynching era" between 1880
and 1930 because they employ the authoritative data-base of southern lynchings first established in the 198Os by Tolnay and E. M. Beck
(who together authored the influential 1995 monograph, A Festival of Violence: An Analysis of Southern Lynchings, 1882-1930), which
covered that bloody fifty year period. Over the course of the study,
the authors find, for example, that lower-status black men were
more likely to be lynched than higher-status ones and that "African
American men who were enumerated in the census as 'mulattos'
were significantly less likely to be lynched than men enumerated
as 'black' or 'Negro"' (136). However, they also stress that "context mattered" (208) and that local conditions could upend these
trends. For instance, they write that, "Where successful blacks were in
shorter supply, higher-status individuals, as represented by property
ownership, literacy, and, to a lesser extent, 'mulatto' racial classification, were actually exposed to a higher risk of mob violence than
were their lower-status neighbors" (141). Quite simply, "it was literally the case that an individual-level risk or protective factor in one
locale was unrelated to the likelihood of being lynched in another
locale" (210).
Although the study's primary emphasis is on black male victims, who comprised the overwhelming majority, the book also
provides a pioneering examination into the characteristics of the
black women and the white women and men murdered. "Black
women who were lynched were frequently targeted because they
challenged the practices of white supremacy and stood up for their
family members," it finds (187). Identifying only five such victims,
Lynched shows "the white women who were killed often exhibited
characteristics ... that challenged southern patriarchal notions of
appropriate femininity" (188). The white male victims were, as a
rule, "easily identified as outsiders" (184).
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Readers of this journal will be particularly interested in the
authors' extraordinary efforts in restoring the identity of James
Clark, a black man lynched in Eau Gallie, Brevard County, Florida,
onJuly 11, 1926. After careful consideration, they included a photograph of the lynching which shows Clark, well-dressed and with
handcuffs around his wrists, dangling lifelessly from a tree limb, a
ghastly image familiar to most scholars of lynching because it was
included in Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America, by
James Allen, a collection of lynching photographs published in
2000. Bailey and Tolnay find that Clark was thirty-eight years old at
the time of his murder, had a wife and three young children, could
read and write, and worked in a foundry; they also situate Clark as
a renter in a particular neighborhood, and identify his neighbors
on both sides. "Through this example of successful record linkage, James Clark becomes much more than a line in an inventory
of lynch victims," they write. "In a very real sense, his individuality
is restored" (38). By placing Clark into this broader context, Bailey and Tolnay also powerfully underscore how lynching not only
killed the individual victim but how it also reverberated through
and traumatized the lives of these now-named spouses, children,
neighbors, and work-mates.
Given its dense language and many charts and graphs (and
sometimes mathematical equations!), those readers favoring
more accessible, descriptive history may find Lynched to be challenging and, in places, dry, a point that Bailey and Tolnay openly
acknowledge. "Our mode of inquiry involves the articulation of
theoretically driven research questions and hypotheses that can be
investigated and tested with quantitative data and enlightened by
qualitative evidence," they write. "That approach differs considerably from the more humanistic, narrative investigative tradition
that characterizes most research on southern mob violence done
by historians." Quite rightly, they add that both approaches have
yielded significant and complementary insights and, after all, "[t]
his is not an intellectual competition" (27). Certainly, all scholars
of lynching will profit greatly from the theoretical and methodological insights pioneered in this important monograph. Lynched
is an ambitious, creative, and high quality study which deserves a
wide readership.
Brent M. S. Campney
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White Sand, Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami's
Virgi,nia Key. By Gregory W. Bush. (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2016. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiii, 284. $29.95 cloth.)

Over the past decade it seems that more and more historians
are turning their eyes to Miami. Much of that new scholarship
draws upon the foundational work of Gregory Bush who, along
with Raymond Mohl, Paul S. George, Arva Parks McCabe, and Dorothy Jenkins Fields (among others), inspired new generations to
see the city's rich past as a lens onto issues of local and national
significance. On that score, Bush's latest book, White Sand, Black
Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami's Virginia Key marks a
particular triumph, breaking new ground not just as a civil rights
history but also demonstrating the powerful role that oral and public history have to play in how we understand the past and shape
contemporary social justice movements.
The book opens with a tour of the Miami-Dade County coastline, highlighting the city's deep class divides and limited public
space. This context is essential to understanding the significance
of Virginia Key as "an unprecedented gathering spot for African
Americans in South Florida" (5). In 1945, the eastern edge of the
island was established as the area's first legally recognized, African
American beach. Created as a direct result of community activism
and civil disobedience, Bush describes how "Virginia Key Beach
[provides] ... a uniquely revealing symbol of the complex history of
race relations in Miami and the nation" (6). Uncovering its "hidden history," through oral history narratives and other sources,
Bush traces the island's deeper significance as an 18 th century gathering place for escaped slaves and black Seminoles, its role as an
informal gathering place for African Americans long before it was
formally named as a park, as well as a late twentieth century landing place for Cuban and Haitian refugees.
Bush's experience as a public historian comes to the fore as
he reflects on the complicated, but powerful, relationship between
memory and history. Lawton Thomas, an African American lawyer who later became the South's first black judge of a black court
since Reconstruction, features prominently in this history. Born in
Ocala, Thomas moved north to attend law school at the University of Michigan and practiced law in Detroit, before moving back
to Florida in the 1930s. Bush characterizes Thomas' views as "an
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extended explication of his strategy of combining assertive legal
tactics with pragmatic persistence in dealing with the white power
structure" (28). Patience and tolerance were among his trademarks. Ultimately, however, Thomas's diplomacy had to marry with
civil disobedience in order for Virginia Key Beach to be created.
AB Bush writes, ''Virginia Key Beach represents the (limited) possibilities in the postwar climate for peaceful, negotiated solutions
to racial issues, although those solutions were still racist and inadequate" (88). As such, Bush's work builds upon recent work by Paul
Ortiz, Nathan Connolly, Chanelle Rose, and others to more fully
flesh out the history of civil rights activism in Florida.
Among the particular strengths of this study are Bush's tolerance for ambiguity and his deep understanding of the complexity
of oral history. As he explains:
All too often, historical and educational institutions
have promoted bland and consensus-oriented narratives
or pursued a limited range of esoteric questions. At the
same time, nonprofit advocacy groups and the public have
lacked the research and conceptual tools to build alternative narratives that challenge the contemporary configuration of political and economic power ....Focusing on the
political culture of land use within the modern growth
economy and the constraints and possibilities of public
space can shed light on black-white relations (44).
Drawing heavily from oral history research as well as a host of other
primary documentation, Bush charts the various ways that Virginia
Key has been remembered, celebrated, neglected, and recovered.
Woven together by a narrative that seamlessly blends analysis with
first-hand descriptions, Bush describes how the significance of the
African American struggle for Virginia Beach was ultimately lost as
segregation waned and "[a]ny sustained vision for the public interest" disappeared from public discourse (174).
But the book does not end there. Bush uses the post-Civil
Rights Era neglect of the beach as a call to action, noting that " [ t]
he eternal vigilance on which democracy depends requires both
public memory and the defense of public spaces and mandates frequent reanalysis of contemporary threats in relation to earlier concerns" (175). The last chapters of the book, then, link civil rights
struggle to tourism, the environmental movement, and planning.
Characterizing public planning in the 1980s and 1990s as a period
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of "disarray," Bush argues that by the turn of the twenty-first century, commercialization again reasserted itself, eroding public space
and again putting the public waterfront "under siege" (197). Bush
concludes the book by blending reflections on his own activism
with historical narrative, effectively modeling what he sees as the
essential work of joining policy advocacy with scholarly work. It is
a fitting end for a book that showcases how much our understandings of both past and present are enriched when used to inform
each other. The result is a last chapter that inspires by crafting a
powerful argument for the importance of public history.
An afterword offers both questions and hope. It also provides
a guide for others who may be courageous enough to embrace a
more active role as historians outside the confines of archives, offices, and classrooms. Here, as throughout this work, Bush refuses to
oversimplify or to fall into the rhetorical trap of easy answers, sharp
binaries, or one-dimensional paths. "Through my years of political activism and scholarly reflection, I have come to understand
that civic involvement is a lifelong commitment that takes different forms at different times," he writes (256). Anti-racism, environmental activism, and work to ensure that public spaces include all
members of the public, regardless of age, race, or dis/ability are
among the ways that Bush envisions a better future for Miami.
Melanie Shell-Weiss

Grand Vall,ey State University

Havana Hardball: Spring Training, Jackie Robinson, and the Cuban
League. By Cesar Brioso. (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2015.
Acknowledgements, photographs, notes,
appendix, bibliography, index. Pp. xv, 301. $24.95 cloth.)

Four significant baseball related events converged in Havana
in late February 1947: the most exciting finale ever of the Cuban
Winter League; the participation in it of numerous American and
Cuban players who had 'Jumped" to the Mexican League and were
declared ineligible by Organized Baseball; the arrival of the Brooklyn Dodgers for their spring training, including Jackie Robinson,
who was about to break the color barrier in the Major Leagues;
and the presence, since the summer of 1946, of a Havana team (the
Cubans) in the newly organized Florida International League. In
the spring of 1947, the Cubans would move to the recently finished
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Gran Stadium de la Habana, where the Cuban Winter League had
begun play during the 1946-1947 season, just being finished. Cuba
was now part of Organized Baseball (as Major League Baseball
called itself then). Cesar Brioso deftly interweaves these converging developments in this thoroughly researched book that I view
as a sequel to my The Pride of Havana: a History of Cuban Baseball
(1999), which begins with a narrative of those intertwined events,
before moving back to delve into the origins of the game on the
island in the 1860s.
Brioso makes the unfolding of the Cuban League season,
which began in late October 1946, the thread of his narrative, into
which he adroitly works in the other three developments. Since
there are players involved in more than one of those processes,
Adolfo Luque, Sal Maglie, and Max Lanier, among others, the
book has a pleasant, novelistic coherence, with recurring characters and events seen from various perspectives. Brioso focuses
on those three individuals, who participated in the Mexican and
Cuban leagues, as well as the Majors, but mostly on Jackie Robinson, Branch Rickey, and Leo Durocher, protagonists in the most
significant event of all four: breaking the color barrier in Organized Baseball. His coverage of this complicated and momentous
event is the best that I have read because Brioso looks at it not just
from an American point of view, as most previous commentators
have, but also from a Cuban one, having had direct access to Spanish sources, and to still living Cuban participants; players and the
press, both reporters and announcers. He is thus able to detail
the poor living arrangements that the Dodgers provided for their
black players in Havana, follow the practice games that the Montreal Royals played against the Havana Cubans (the Royals were
the Dodgers' farm team for which Robinson played in Cuba and
Panama), chronicle the history of American players in Cuba's Winter League back to the nineteenth century, and the long record of
Major League and Negro League teams' visits to Cuba during what
was called the "American season" (which took place in the fall, not
the spring as Brioso mistakenly says). Because the Dodgers' presence was no novelty, Cuban fans did not pay much attention to
them or attend their games in great numbers. They concentrated
instead on the race for the Cuban League championship between
the "eternal rivals" of Habana and Almendares.
In existence since the 1870s, the Cuban Winter league was an
independent circuit that got its players not just from Cuba, but
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from the major and minor leagues as well and the Negro Leagues
and other Latin American countries. Multiracial, in contrast to
Cuba's amateur league, which was for whites only until 1959, the
professional league, which by the 1940's played all of its games in
Havana, was of very high quality; because of the broader player
pool, sometimes better than the Majors. Two teams were dominant
and bitter rivals: the Habana Reds or Lions, and the Almendares
Blues or Scorpions (Almendares is a Havana neighborhood). In
1946-1947 they were managed by two icons of Cuban baseball:
Habana by Miguel Angel Gonzalez and Almendares by Adolfo
Luque. Gonzalez owned the Lions had caught mostly for the St.
Louis Cardinals and Luque pitched for the Cincinnati Reds and
Giants. The other two teams, Cienfuegos and Marianao, were managed by Martin Dihigo, a black man who did not play in the Majors,
of course, yet is in Cooperstown's Hall of Fame, and Armando Marsans, one of two Cubans who were the first to play in the Majors
(1911) in the modern era (Esteban Bellin had played in the nineteenth century). The Reds and the Blues were the story, however.
Habana led for most of the season by an ample margin, but faltered in January and February, and Almendares caught up with
them. It all came down to a three game series between the two in
late February. The Dodgers had begun to use El Gran Stadium for
practices in the morning, and many attended the Cuban League
games in the afternoon. Lefties Agapito Mayor and Max Lanier, a
former Cardinal,, led the way. Lanier won the decisive last game on
February 25 on one days' rest, before a huge, delirious crowd, and
Cuba went berserk. The Dodgers went on about their business, but
Cubans had their minds and hearts in the Cuban League's climax.
A concomitant development was that an alternative Cuban
league was playing at Stadium La Tropical, the park that the Cuban
League had used from 1930 to 1946, with teams that had names
that resembled those of the traditional circuit. These squads fielded players who wanted to remain in good standing with Organized
Baseball by not playing with or against ineligibles at El Gran Stadium (some Negro League players joined the alternative league
because their teams used Major League Stadiums in the summer).
This second league was also good, but could not compete with the
Cuban League, with its new, larger and lighted stadium, and array
of superb players and managers. Their season ended early and
some players, like Conrado Marrero, joined teams in the Cuban
League; in his case, Almendares. There were labor issues also,
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as a union of players was being organized, chiefly by Tomas de la
Cruz, who had pitched for the Cincinnati Reds in 1944 (similar
rumblings were heard in the Majors at the same time). The next
year (1947-1948), which Brioso also chronicles, saw a reversal, as
La Tropical housed a rebel league made up of ineligible players,
including Americans like Lanier. It folded even earlier. Eventually
a truce between Organized Baseball, the Cuban and even Mexican leagues was reached, culminating with the foundation of the
Caribbean Professional Baseball Confederation, and an agreement
to play a Caribbean series among the champions of the Cuban,
Puerto Rican, Venezuelan, and Panamanian leagues. The first was
played in Havana, at the Gran Stadium, in 1949. Brioso reaches
that point and even a little beyond.
The Florida International League, a class C circuit, included
Havana, Miami, Miami Beach, Tampa, West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, St. Petersburg, and Lakeland. It took advantage of Major
League spring training facilities, the good weather, and developments in aviation that made travel to and from Cuba feasible. The
greatest rivalry was between the Havana Cubans and Tampa Smokers, which played their games at spacious Plant Field, and catered
to the large Hispanic population in the city, mostly Cuban, owing
to the cigar industry, hence their name. The Smokers had Cuban
players, as did too some of the other teams. Havana dominated the
league with a squad that fielded stars (all white) drawn from the
amateur ranks, some of whom, like Marrero, moved directly from
that class C team to the Washington Senators, their parent club. In
Havana the Cubans had a substantial following at the stadium and
the press, both newspapers and radio, out of proportion for a team
in that classification. In 1954 they joined the Triple A International
League as the Cuban Sugar Kings (which Brioso mistakenly calls
"Havana Sugar Kings" on page 244).
Brioso's prose is effective more than elegant and his habit or
inserting a "minibiography" of each individual the first time he
is mentioned becomes a bit tiresome ("Born in ... "). His Cuban
background and Spanish serve him well, but he is also an American, and as such shares some prejudices about Cuba that the US
public acquired at the movies - mostly the infamous Godfather IL
He attaches too much importance to the presence of the mob in
Havana and to the casinos and hotels. Actually, this entertainment
sector was a tiny component of the booming Cuban economy of
the fifties, thriving in great measure because of the sugar industry,
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but also due to other busninesses that had developed in the postwar period. Just as ordinary Cubans paid little attention to the
Dodgers, so did they live mostly oblivious to the gambling and
other activities in which American mobsters engaged. Brioso is following here mendacious writers who have tried to capitalize on the
appeal of this distorted but marketable view of Havana.
Brioso's book is a major contribution to our knowledge of
Cuban baseball, much better than anything available and likely to
remain a standard item in the bibliography of serious scholars. His
book also points to the need for a book on the Florida International League, and the rivalry between the Havana Cubar:is and the
Tampa Smokers.
Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria

Yale University

Conservative Bias: How Jesse Helms Pioneered the Rise of Righ~
Wing Media and Realigned the Republican Party. By Bryan
H. Thrift. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014.
Acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, illustrations, index.
Pp. xii, 205. $69.95 cloth.)
Over the last fifteen or so years, historians have produced an
avalanche of books on the rise and development of modern American conservatism. Historians have been particularly focused on
explaining how and why white Southerners have contributed to
this vibrant political movement. Bryant Thrift has published a
strong addition to this rich historiography.
Thrift has zeroed in on the role Jesse Helms played in the southern conservative movement. Thrift focuses not on Helm's long
career as United States senator from North Carolina but rather
on his pre-senate efforts to make conservatism-and a conservative
Republican Party-a popular and legitimate force in the South in
the 1950s and 1960s. Thrift argues that ·Helms played two critical
roles in the forging of southern conservatism. First, Thrift writes,
"He rooted conservatism in private enterprise as the vanguard of
a modern progressive society" (2) and did so while avoiding the
most virulent forms of racism even as he made common case with
white supremacists. Second, Thrift continues, "Helms pioneered
the attack on the 'liberal media' and, most important, the building
of conservative media" (2). To make his case, Helms used his positions, first with the North Carolina Bankers Association and then
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with WRAL-TV, to disseminate what Thrift calls "pious incitement"
(8). Using the mass media, especially television, Helms railed
against African Americans and white liberals, who, in Helm's opinion, rejected traditional beliefs, hard work, and personal responsibility, preferring instead government handouts, amoral secularism,
and even communism. Helms, Thrift cogently argues, succeeded
in linking together working class whites and more affluent whites,
uniting them in a common struggle against government mandated
equal rights protections and government interventions into the
workings of the capitalist system.
Thrift writes particularly well on Jesse Helms' ability to use his
position at WRAL-TV to denigrate government economic programs
and the civil rights movement while not appearing to be an obvious mouthpiece for wealthy special interests or white supremacists.
Instead, Helms deftly used his viewers' conventional and widely
shared values to attack his targets. So, rather than argue that liberal political policies such as the Social Security system or Medicare
were wrong on their merits or unfair to wealthy taxpayers, he simply and consistently stated that such social provision policies were
based not on American principles but on those of the evil and dangerous Soviet Union: ""Socialism at home, sugar coated and bearing a fancy name is exactly the same thing as socialism under any
dictatorship in the world ... [W] e are simply copying the Russians"
(56). Similarly, rather than defend the legal merits of mandatory
state-sponsored racial segregation or the moral virtue of racism,
Helms harped relentlessly on the supposed moral failings of key
civil rights organizers. He particularly targeted Bayard Rustin, an
openly gay man who organized the 1963 March on Washington
and served as a principle advisor to Martin Luther King,Jr. Rustin,
Helms told his listeners, was a "moral degenerate" (86), a man who
had been arrested many times for "sex perversion" (85). Helms
was adroit at using cultural issues, especially those related to changing sexual mores, to incite viewers against liberal reformers' efforts
to create a more egalitarian society. Using such "wedge issues,"
especially those related to women's rights and gay liberation, to
mobilize conservative voters would become a core tactic of conservative activists in the late 1960s and in the decades that followed.
Helms, as Thrift demonstrates, was at the forefront of this effective
form of conservative activism.
Thrift reminds his readers that Helms' conservative politics and
the strategy he used to bring white North Carolinians into the conservative movement were widely seen in the 1960s by Republican
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Party leaders as extremist politics. Helms was much closer politically to the Ku Klux Klan and the John Birch Society than he was to
mainstream Republican politicians, including Republican stalwart
and then president, Richard M. Nixon, at least through most of
the 1960s. Helms, for example, disgustedly dismissed Nixon's relatively salutary approach to the critical issue of racial integration.
He quoted with approval Alabama's George Wallace, who asserted
that Nixon's appointment of a pro-integration commissioner of
education proved that there really was not a "dime's worth of difference" between Nixon and Hubert Humphrey, the liberal Democrat Nixon had beaten in the 1968 presidential election. Despite
such misgivings about Nixon and many other national Republican
leaders, Helms had made the jump from the Democratic Party to
the Republican Party, registering as a member of the GOP for the
first time inl970. Helms was among the many conservative Southerners at the cusp of the 1960s and 1970s who were making that
leap. Such conversions would have the effect of moving the Republican Party away from Nixon's pragmatic domestic policymaking to
a far more conservative stance. Thrift convincingly argues: "Todays
Republican Party is the institution Jesse Helms envisioned in the
1950s and 1960s and then helped to create" (205).
Overall, Thrift has published a smart, well written, and wellresearched account that demonstrates the key role thatJesse Helms
and his "pious incitements" had on the making of southern conservatism and the Republican Party in the late twentieth century.
David Farber
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